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This paper provides an overview of the correlation between religion and social 
capital in Japan. Japan has experienced rapid urbanization and industrialization since 
the middle of the nineteenth century and particularly since World War?. During this 
process, society has changed from the one which is based on the local community 
(Gemeinschaft) to the one based on the impersonal association (Gesellschaft). Religion 
no longer serves as the symbolic basis for societal stability, solidarity and integration. 
Nationally only 30 per cent of the Japanese recognize themselves as religious. Under 
such circumstances, some Japanese have some kind of shared religiosity of which they 
are unconscious. This paper will discuss the setting of this unconscious religiosity and 
social capital in civil society in Japan by considering some important concepts related 
to their altruism such as harmony ethics in the hope that this presentation will throw 
some light on recent trends and future research. 
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?  ? ?    ?    ?    ?    ?
?? ???? ???? ??????
1980 35,824 7,105 21,594 4,460 15,081 2,053
1985 37,980 7,895 22,804 5,212 15,189 2,403
1990 40,670 9,390 24,218 6,294 15,172 2,753
1995 43,900 11,239 25,760 7,619 15,032 3,108
2000 46,782 12,911 27,332 8,835 14,919 3,578
2005 49,063 14,457 28,394 9,637 14,646 4,112
2010 50,287 15,707 28,629 10,085 14,030 4,514
2015 50,600 16,563 28,266 10,186 13,256 4,824
2020 50,441 17,334 27,452 10,045 12,394 5,013
2025 49,837 17,922 26,358 9,762 11,524 5,072
2030 48,802 18,237 25,122 9,391 10,703 5,027
1980 100.0 19.8 60.3 12.5 42.1 5.7
1985 100.0 20.8 60.0 13.7 40.0 6.3
1990 100.0 23.1 59.5 15.5 37.3 6.8
1995 100.0 25.6 58.7 17.4 34.2 7.1
2000 100.0 27.6 58.4 18.9 31.9 7.6
2005 100.0 29.5 57.9 19.6 29.9 8.4
2010 100.0 31.2 56.9 20.1 27.9 9.0
2015 100.0 32.7 55.9 20.1 26.2 9.5
2020 100.0 34.4 54.4 19.9 24.6 9.9
2025 100.0 36.0 52.9 19.6 23.1 10.2
2030 100.0 37.4 51.5 19.2 21.9 10.3
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important 99.4% 94.2% 90.5% 86.8% 80.7% 76.1% 71.6%
Not very
important 0.4% 5.4% 6.5% 10.4% 13.9% 17.0% 19.7%
Not at all




? ? ?? ??
Very/Rather
important ????? ????? ????? ????? 21.9% 19.6%
Not very
important 34.5% 40.6% 30.7% 33.9% 31.0% 35.7%
Not at all
important 18.6% 14.3% 28.4% 25.4% 47.1% 44.8%
Important in life: Religion
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